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7/1/68 


To iouia Ivon | 

From Harold Weisberg | 

Training caiopa § 

There seems to lis.ve been still a fovxth (;anp on the north shore of LsJie | 

Pontchartrain, I have conllrraed the existence of tho third ^d.th the St, Tamiaany | 

Sheriff's department and expect pictures of its location. There are othei .‘Sources | 

I was not able to speak to. The Covington State police have no iaiowlec^ge of I 

affy of the camps, or say they do not. In addition to tho FBI, th^. USFars^iall ' s | 

i: 

office is supposed to have a coiapiete report on all the camps, j1 

'u 

PrOiJ! the first of my inquirie]s, those wlio seem to be boat iiifcrmed in the area J 
pointed to former deputy Luther Horan- as an important source, Cn my previous visits % 

no one was homo. He is rocovering from a heart attack. On my last \dsit )ie '.v’as | 

home but with a hi^ fever and unable to speak, to me. He was av/tltiiig the doctor, f 

He lives near Henry Kellor's gas stotion ^Conoco), store and beer stand. Prom i 

Kellers one crosses the road, Thore is a shell road crossing tho rail:."QQd tracks I 

(pulpwoodsiding) and a cattle guzird. The first road on the right goes only to iioran's#! 

Mrs, Mor.un hnd some knolwedge* She identified tho seceni munitions cache an near | 
Tranquility cematoiy on tho Slidell road, in the epen, with no building thore. She | 
also sent me to \i.L,Erj 3 ter, % 

Jg^aster^^j.s an elderly gcntlomenx who lives in tlie third itlttle house on tlie % 

right on Pontchartrain Drive, a|?hell road off tho mairx one. rememborsthe railed \ 

dump well. It is 2-500 yards ia front of his home. He tol>^o this story about it | 

(confirmed by the sheriff's of lice) : There was a single there. He saw him | 

% 

bring things in only once and presumes other deliveries v?ere in ths dark of night, \ 
if there were any, A U-Haul trailer was use when he saw it. Once "fire got to within | 

20 yards of that place. If it had got to it, it would have blown tho whole country § 

away," After the fire, a Negro who lived next door reported the exictence cf the | 

cache to the sheriff’s office. The house in which tho explosives wore, theMcLaaoy *| 

property, is actually on the next, uni'tiarkod road, Tiie Negro is dead. Both houses 5 

% 

seem to be occupied, \ 

At the iiexb Oo\«/co station, about 5 milejs a’way, about which I have given you | 

i 'A 

another report, I found a man who was imwilliug to talk, specifying fear. I got him p 

g 

to so:ao by proiidsing to kepp his nane confidential. He is^am Crav/fc^d, who is 


about^6'4", curly dai’x brown ytiitr v;om long on top, tarmed, a self-described lady's 
man, well built but not fat, V7ith a "re cel" tntoo ou the back of his light liand raid 
apparently resident there, Zz is possible ho v;ili supply more information to me | 

by mail, i 

I 

He is tho source of information on the fourth camp. Ho ref'o.ses to pinpoint | 

it but soys it was fivo miles of that point, on the lake shore, v/i.th no p 

building but a tent dm tho woods, invisible fi-om tho air, and staffed by a majcliQum | 

% 

of seven ^’ubans at one time. He professes to knew no names and smiles when he says it | 
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He also describes it as a “stopover place** • His 8torj»- is that ^ubons were 
watching the local bars for sailors. He dates bMs as in 1963, before the asoassina- 
ticn^ and for a period of aboutJct]n*ee raonths. V/hen they spotted men they thou^L^ht ±b 
could sail boats to Cuba they appjroachcd tJiem, as they did 1dm, The deal was bMaJ 
The fee was £300 per trip, A very fast 16-foot boat was provided (he says 6® m,p,h,) 
and a coiapass setting*. There v;as only the one man, Tho cargo was three: cases of 
rifles and three of ammo. The landijig point was selected to allov^ mai'gin for 
navigational error. He thinks there v7ore also la.rgar boats. 

The camp was on State land, 

= The plan was to send at least 5 boats a week. He says that the first week, the 
first tliree were sunk. He believes this v/as about average on subsequent efforts* 

He says he /new ordy one man, that t.ney called themselves cn “Freedom Fighters” 
and if they liad any other name, he does not Imow it. They were all drostred in green 
fatigues^ at tho camp, and in spfjrts clobhes in the bars. 

He is a Navy veteran, was in bho Bay of Pigs cn Destroyer Escort 510, 

^i;^arlier reports indicate that former Deputy ha^ kno^^^ of 

the camps and was “arrested” by the men at Richard Davis’ camp, I have made a munber 
of unccunsefol efforts to contact him. Local inqidry indicatec he has not been seen 
for more than a week and may be on|racation. He lives in Slidell, on Pearl Acres 
road,Should anyone want to reach him, the phono is 643-1775. Pearl Aefos road is 
unmai'^ced. It is to the left on the extension of Front Street, past Interstate 10, 
past a coiimiunications inataliaticn on the right, and opposite a church. His house 
is a small v;iiite one on the right side near an intei;sectiqn,and opposite the 
Pearl Acres Baptist horch. Helm was with now lieutonant of the Sheriff s Department 
the n.tght they visited tliree training camps. Some reports sax’- ho is or \intil recently 
has been a bondsman. 

^My reception at the Sheriff *d office in Covington was friendly. It is on the 
right, first floor, in tho co'.rrthouse, which is on tho right just p>ast the second 
traffic light* I had stopped a total of three deputies whi?,e ±k I was driving around* 

One of them ca:ue up bo no hero and wished mo (and us) well, A list tenant on tho road 
did likewise, and the lieutenant on duty was helpfid. It was the concensus that now- 
Lieutenant Lavinghouse, then off GUty, Would have knowledge end he was reached for me 
by phone. He is one of those who^ supeiwlsed the evacuation of one comp. At tho Conclusion 
cf oui’ conversation he vrished me ahd your, of Dice v?o 1 and expressed tho hops the case 
can be brought to triid* J^Iis home phone ie B92-4630 

Lt, Lavinghouse things he can still find that camp, apparently the Davis one. He 
promised tliat as soon as possible, perhaps today, he >dll tryt and get there with a 
photo^^pher and take pictures for me. He is certain there vras no swimming pool there, 
Th^oinpiaint wa:^ from neighbors, who v/ere apprehensive abouththe gun fire. Luther 
Horan accompanied him when he went there. He saw about 20 men, says there imy have 
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beon more. They got to the camp about 2 p.nu and the men were all gOiie by 
dark ana by truck* By the time they got there, they found only Vwo old M-1 rifles, 
which he gave -co Luther I4oran. 

Inciidently, l^cran promised, through his vafo, to write me what ho c:oi recall 
when he is well enough* 

The man who seemed to be in cliarge was a tall, husky, rod-faced Ani:‘ricau* Re 
had a stationwagou* There v/as also a truck with a tarpaulin cover. Rc the camp 

was sitmted right on a- bayou. He recalls the hqpse as a good-sized one with a 
Bcreened-in porch that was used as a bari*acks. 

In some ways tills seeias not to be the camp described to me by Chillas Ann 
Cole and Lieutenant Bennett. I wonder if it ootild bo the ^’^jnutornun camp. 

I confirjied v^hat EerLiettliad told lae, that as of tho time of the camp there 
v/as virtaully no filing system* Bennett, who also was friendly yesterday, ha.s 
promised ho will search for any still-existing records (he tlilrks there are none). 
Uo one was aware of any list of names in the office. 

At both the State '*’olice barracks and here I v/as bold that both the FBI and 
the U.S. iLirsiiall ’ s office have complete repports on the coni- >8 or at least ■’•"lie 
auuno cache tiiat was raided. This is the first refci'once ^ hax’’ had to tJie involve- 
ment ox the ijjarshalls. That State ’^olice office said it iiaf' no copy of the report. 


